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straight line "below the junction. According to a local
tradition Kornah occupies the site of the "Garden of
Eden"; but despite its position at the converging point
of the two great rivers, it is a mere village situated on a
narrow point of land covered with luxuriant date-palm
groves. Between Kornah and Basra the Shat-el-Arab is
a copious stream, from 250 to 300 yards wide, with a
depth of from 60 to 90 feet.

The present port of Basra is a modern place lying 011
the right bank of the river about 2 miles from the
famous city of Basra, which was founded by Caliph Omar
in the seventh century. But an earlier town existed on
the site of old Basra or Zobeir, which stood on a canal
supposed to be the old Pallacopas mouth of the Euphrates.
" From time immemorial there must of necessity have
been a port here, where all the trade of the East would
make its way to Babylon and Seleucia in the earlier days,
and to Ctesiphon, Kufa, and Bagdad in later times.
It was this trade which raised the mediaeval Balsora to
such importance, and, as Layard has rei&arked, it was
the discovery of the Cape of Good Hope route which
ruined its trade" (H. S. Cooper, p. 416). But its
position is so favourable for traffic that, despite the
surrounding marshy and malarious district, Basra still
continues to be an important emporium of Asiatic Turkey
for eastern produce. Ships of 500 tons burden reach
this point, and since the establishment of the English
line of steamers, affording regular communication with
Bagdad and the Gulf, its prosperity has considerably
revived. The distance from Bagdad to the Gulf is 570
miles by water, and the English steamers generally take
about four days on the up trip and two clays on the
return journey between Basra and Bagdad.